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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants wish to make of record in the above-captioned application the 
following documents: 

a copy of the International Search Report issued in connection with 
PCT/EP02/09545 mailed December 19, 2002 and the following references cited 
therein: 

WO 9967843; 

JP 62225244; 

JP 62216641; 

WO 0228500; 

DE 19827631; and 

EP 593771. 
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The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that 
any such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present 
application. Applicant does not waive any right to take any action that would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove any listed document as a competent 
reference against the claims of the present application. 

The present Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently 
with a new U.S. application. Therefore no certification under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or 
fee under 37 C.F.R. §1.17(p) is required. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to confirm receipt and consideration 
of the foregoing documents by initialing and returning a copy of the accompanying 
form PTO-1449. 

Respectfully submitted, 



March 3, 2004 
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Crowell & Moring LLP 
1001 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20004-2595 
(202) 624-2500 
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